
The Cato Golf Tournament
The Cato Golf Tournament is held each year in honor of Nelson Cato, a longtime golf course 
superintendent who dedicated his career to the game of golf and finished out his professional 
journey with Vereens Turf. Known for his steady leadership, deep turf knowledge, and warm 
spirit, Nelson left a lasting mark on golf courses and colleagues across the Carolinas.

The event is more than a golf tournament—it’s a celebration of Nelson’s life and legacy. Friends, 
colleagues, and the broader golf community gather each year to enjoy championship golf, 
fellowship, and traditions like the TurfBeard Smashburgers and the prime rib dinner.

Most importantly, The Cato gives back. Proceeds from the tournament directly fund two annual 
scholarships at Horry Georgetown Technical College’s Turfgrass Program, established in 
Nelson’s name. These scholarships support the education of future turf professionals, ensuring 
that his commitment to the game and its people continues for generations.

The Cato stands as a reminder that golf is more than just fairways and greens—it’s about 
community, mentorship, and honoring those who gave so much to the sport.


